Visit  To   The   Congress
1901-1902
GANDHI reached Bombay on December 19, 1901, just in time to pay
his first visit to the Indian National Congress, the seventeenth, held at
Calcutta. From Bombay Gandhi, dressed in a Parsi coat and trousers,
travelled in the same train as Sir Pherozeshah Mehta and D. E. Wacha,
the president elect. When Gandhi went to see Sir Pherozeshah in his
saloon, he said: "Gandhi, it seems nothing can be done for you. Of
course we will pass the resolution you want. But what rights have
we in our own country?" Gandhi was not prepared for this reply,
In Calcutta Gandhi was put up with Tilak and other delegates
in the Ripon College. Gandhi offered his services to the Congress
authorities and did some clerical work. He gave some object-lessons
to the Congress volunteers, by cleaning latrines and verandas, but no
volunteer would join Gandhi.
Calcutta welcomed the Congress in a great pavilion erected in
Beadon Square. The whole square offered a brilliant scene, the first
Industrial Exhibition having its own separate pavilion and both
being gay with flags. The Congress pavilion was decorated with
coloured foliage, plants and palms and was lighted by electricity.
Congress session commenced on December 23. After the president's
procession had made its slow way through the crowd, a song specially
composed for the occasion was sung in a chorus.
The Congress President began his address with a touching tribute
to Ranade who had died leaving behind him a noble memory. He
then spoke gratefully of the late Queen Empress. After an allusion to
the new King Emperor, the president turned to the subject of
famine. From the long presidential address of 40,000 words only a
few passages were read.
Gandhi was taken to a meeting of the Subjects Committee by
Gokhale. Thanks to him, Gandhi moved a resolution as "a petitioner
on behalf of the hundred thousand British Indians in South Africa".